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Her principal lieutenant in this campaign was
Dr. Sutherland, who had been a member of the
Sanitary Commission despatched to the Crimea,
and with whom Florence had formed a dose
partnership. But she had a body of expert
helpers, and had organised a group which was
devoted to her service and lost no opportunity to
press reforms in India. Florence felt that any
means was justified to attain her ends, and she
used her influence to have her own nominees
appointed to important official positions. Even
with such support, however, she did not achieve
all that she had hoped ; but her efforts produced
startling changes and saved thousands of lives.
The conditions under which the British troops
lived in India had been greatly improved, and
she had forced the authorities to adopt measures
of preventive hygiene in the Indian army as in the
army at home. But it was not only the health qf
* the soldiers with which she was concerned. She
felt that Britain had a direct responsibility for the
lives of the Indian people, and she knew that
the appalling death-rate among the natives in the
towns and villages could be tremendously re-
duced by the adoption of efficient sanitation.
Ill health had prevented her from seeing the
country, but she had an astonishingly wide
knowledge of conditions in India. Seventy years
ago few people appreciated the value of statistics,
but Florence had always maintained that nothing
couLd be built up without figures as a basis, and
her statistics on India were more comprehensive